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Diocese faces 50 new allegations of sex abuse 


By Adam Smeltz 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The Catholic Diocese of Pitts- 
burgh has fielded about 50 allega- 
tions of abuse over the past week, 
after a grand jury report drew in- 
ternational attention to child sex- 
ual abuse by Pennsylvania 


priests, the diocese said Tuesday. 

The claims appear to be new and 
“from people who had not previ- 
ously contacted us,” delivered 
through an abuse hotline estab- 
lished by the church and via email, 
said the Rev. Nicholas S. Vaskov, a 
diocese spokesman. 

“All of the allegations are from 


prior to 1990 and go back as far as the 
1940s,” Father Vaskov said in a state- 
ment. “We are taking all of them seri- 
ously and following our regular pro- 
cess for responding to them.” 

That protocol includes pulling 
accused clergy from ministry if 
they’re still on the job. The diocese 
didn’t immediately say whether 


the new claims involve active 
clergy, but each allegation will be 
turned over to prosecutors in the 
county where the abuse is alleged, 
Father Vaskov said. 

Mike Manko, spokesman for Alle- 
gheny County District Attorney Ste- 
phen A. Zappala Jr., said he wasn’t 
aware of new referrals from the dio- 


cese. “Nor would our office discuss 
the details ofsuch referrals,” he said. 

At the state level, a separate 
clergy abuse hotline maintained 
by the Office of Attorney General 
Josh Shapiro has received more 
than 485 calls since the grand jury 
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“THIS WAS JUST WRONG’ 


Grand jury report leads sisters to make terrible discovery 


By Paula Reed Ward 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Ms Robb Jackson grew up with a 
devout Catholic mother. 

So, when the Rev. Lawrence O’Con- 
nell asked the young girl to work for him in the 
parish house in the late 1950s, she said yes. 

The work was easy — copying church bul- 
letins, answering phones, filling out Mass 
cards and doing homework in between. 

But Father O’Connell would often call Mary 


Robb back into his office. 


As he wrapped his arms around her, 
touched her breasts and kissed her, he would 


say, “’Does this bother you?” 


“You're 12 years old, a little Catholic girl,” 


down my throat.” 


said Ms. Jackson, now 70. “What are you going 
to say? Of course it does. 
“He was the first man to stick his tongue 


Last week, as news of the statewide grand 
jury report broke, Ms. Jackson’s younger sis- 
ter, Cynthia Carr Gardner, who lives in Mar- 
blehead, Mass., read a story that referenced 
Father O’Connell as one of 90 Pittsburgh Dio- 
cese priests identified as an abuser. 

Later, when the siblings — seven years 
apart in age — spoke on the phone, Ms. Gard- 
ner told her older sister to let her know if any 
investigation was still ongoing with reference 
to Father O’Connell. 


Steve Mellon/Post-Gazette 
Mary Robb Jackson, longtime on-air personality on KDKA, and her sister, Cynthia Gardner, both 

say they were molested by the Rev. Lawrence O’Connell when they attended St. Gabriel of the 
Sorrowful Virgin in Whitehall. They didn’t connect their stories until the statewide grand jury report 
was released. Ms. Jackson was photographed at her Mt. Lebanon home Monday. 


SEE DISCOVERY, PAGE A-6 


State high court upholds Wolfs executive order 
to create advisory group on home care workers 


By Kate Giammarise 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Pennsylvania’s Supreme Court 
ruled Tuesday that a February 
2015 executive order by Gov. Tom 
Wolf concerning home care work- 
ers could stand. 

The governor has said his or- 
der was aimed at improving care 
and working conditions, but oppo- 


nents said it was a stealth attempt 
to unionize such workers, who 
care for elderly or disabled indi- 
viduals directly in their homes. 

Mr. Wolfs order “did not ex- 
ceed his constitutional powers,” 
Justice Debra Todd wrote in the 
majority opinion. 

The governor’s executive or- 
der, which he signed shortly after 
taking office, established an advi- 


sory group on home care workers 
and said the secretary of the Penn- 
sylvania Department of Human 
Services shall “recognize a repre- 
sentative for the direct care work- 
ers for the purpose of discussing 
issues of mutual concern.” 

It also said the state would 
share updated lists of such care 


SEE ORDER, PAGE A-2 


Cohen pleads guilty, 


implicates president 


The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Michael Cohen, 
President Donald Trump’s former 
personal lawyer and fixer, pleaded 
guilty Tuesday to campaign-fi- 
nance violations and other 
charges, saying Mr. Trump di- 
rected him to arrange the payment 
of hush money to porn star Stormy 
Daniels and a former Playboy 
model to influence the election. 

Mr. Cohen’s account appears to 
implicate Mr. Trump himself in a 
crime, though whether — or when 
—a president can be prosecuted re- 
mains a matter of legal dispute. 

In a deal with federal prosecu- 
tors, Mr. Cohen, 51, pleaded guilty 
to eight counts, including tax eva- 
sion. He will be sentenced Dec. 12. 

In entering the plea, Mr. Cohen 
did not name the two women or 


even Mr. Trump, recounting in- 
stead that he worked with an “un- 
named candidate.” 

But the amounts and the dates all 
lined up with the $130,000 paid to 
Ms. Daniels and the $150,000 that 
went to Playboy Playmate Karen 
McDougal to buy their silence in the 
weeks and months leading up to the 
2016 White House election. Both 
women claimed to have had affairs 
with Mr. Trump, which he denies. 

Mr. Cohen, his voice shaky as he 
answered questions from a federal 
judge, said one payment was “in 
coordination and at the direction 
of a candidate for federal office,” 
and the other was made “under di- 
rection of the same candidate.” 

Daniel Petalas, a former prose- 
cutor in the Justice Department’s 


SEE COHEN, PAGE A-4 


Yana Paskova/Getty Images 


Michael Cohen, former lawyer to President Donald Trump, exits the 
Federal Courthouse on Tuesday in New York City after pleading guilty to 
charges involving bank fraud, tax fraud and campaign finance violations. 


Ex- Trump campaign chairman 
Manatort found guilty on 8 charges 


The Associated Press 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Paul 
Manafort, the longtime political 
operative who for months led Don- 
ald Trump’s successful presiden- 
tial campaign, was found guilty of 
eight financial crimes Tuesday in 
the first trial victory of the special 
counsel investigation into the 
president’s associates. 

A judge declared a mistrial on 
10 other counts the jury could not 
agree on. 

The jury returned the decision af- 
ter deliberating four days on tax and 


bank fraud charges against Mr. 
Manafort, who led Mr. Trump’s elec- 
tion effort during a crucial stretch of 
2016, including as he clinched the Re- 
publican nomination and during the 
party’s convention. 

Mr. Manafort, who appeared 
jovial earlier in the day amid 
signs the jury was struggling in 
its deliberations, focused intently 
on the jury as the clerk read off 
the charges. He stared down 
blankly at the defense table, then 
looked up, expressionless, as the 


SEE MANAFORT, PAGE A-5 
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